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\mii;rk .I'tnvuu iias <;uo\v.\.
l'cw chapters of American history

show a more marked example of power
by accretion than does Ihe Interstate
Commcri'i' Commission, to which the
President proposes authority idiall l-o
/.lvon to pass on iV.o stock and bond
Issues mid purchases of railroads.
The commission v.-a.-- created loss by

J-.w than i
" necest-11> Pospiie the

broad ground 'akin hy chief Justice]
Marshall In '1 case of Cilbhons vs.

Ogdon »i Wheaten, Congress claim-
e<t for f : ty ycai. that competition
would iemulate the railroad rates of
the country Bui when, in ivsc, the
Supreme Court hold that no .State could
interfere with interstate rates 'Wabash
v.h. Illinois, lis I'. a., f- .:>, Congress
had to establish some agency which j
should proscribe proper interstate tar¬
iff ? The cuit;mission established Feb¬
ruary i. I'rSi, by u biil, of which Sen¬
ator Oullom was author, was expected
So be little inoro than a legal Action to
discharge perfunctory duties.
Within two years, bowevoj, It became

manifest that !f the commission were
lo set aside unreasonable rates. It must
know wherein the rate was Improper,
Had must, accordingly, have access t"

the books of the railroad companies.
Th-* result was the act «-f March, 1 SSf>,
to which we owe our lirst accurate re-

potts <'f railroad operations
As the rulings o;' the commission

were subject to r- view by the courts,
l}it\=e two acts were soon construed to
lieiinc. though n- t always to . nlarre,
the powers of tie commission. Titus.
in the famous 'J'ru> decided in
lJiSC, the courts or. powered the com¬

mission to allow different rat's where
ihe element ot w . i«¦;- competition en¬

tered and established a new principle.
Hut in the maximum rate casr of iv}7
the £uprcm< '< urr hold that the pow-
rr of the commission to derinvo a rate
unreasomil.de <lid not carry with it the
right tc tlx a i eju-on aide rate.
While thi' latter ruling lemporarils

crlppb d the commission, oilier acts
of Congress gavo lo it new authority
iti other directions. Keclitu: that if "the
commission should eAtsi it' inipht as

well earn its pay, Cone. r« s. iti l sJ*.'t,
placed In n- hands the administration
<'f the safety-devices aft, and, in l'.ou
vested u with authority to investigate'
wrecks and accidents
For almost : n> id- afie: t>.- >;<

i islon in the maximum ial< ease tin
commission w -. f i t.> content it
self with the s< mMaii. .
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FOH THE I»K«1*L.K, SOT THIS
IIAMiKltM.

Two mistaken hleiig of tho bill to
reduce tho tax on banlt deposits seem

to stick In the minds of those who are
¦not familiar with the practical opera¬
tion of our laws. One is that this
bill, in sonic strange way. Is for the
benefit of tlio bankers, and is tjing
uracil by them because it will help
tltclr business
As n matter of fact, this amendment

of an outrageous statute Is for the
benefit of the people, and not for tho
benefit of the bankers. Tho latter do
not pay tho tax, and have nothing to
lose by its operation. They must, to
be sure, expect largo withdrawals dur¬
ing the last days of January, as Ions
u? the present law continues in force,
nnd must make preparations accord¬
ingly. Put to do this they merely havo
to call In their loans, inconveniencing,
not themselves, but the business of
l;.' State.
And beyond this they arc, neither

lirectly nor Indirectly, In any way af¬
fected by the operation of tho law.
Die people who have money on cor-

.111 on to of deposit and pay more than
inlf their Interest In taxes, tho busi¬
ness men who havo open neeounts.
very cent of which they may owo; tho
widow whose little ost'ate is In a sav-

ngs bank.these, and not tho banks,
teneflt by the far-seeing mercy of the
nil] t!i:i t lias passed the Senate.
There is. too. in the minds of i;omo

legislators, a belief that the amend¬
ment affects only "money in bank."
rhere could be no more mistaken Iflea.
L-ader the terms of the present law,
ill money Is taxable, whether it bo in
he vault of a Virginia bank or in an

)ld stocking1 under tho mattress at
tome; whether on deposit in Rich¬
mond or In New York. By the ruling
¦.f tho Attorney-General, tho only pos¬
sible escape frotn tho tax, save

'lirough violation of tho law, is to ln-
reet money in nontaxable*. Every
nfi,n who slp-ns his Interrogatory Is
opposed to lift the money he has In
mnk, tho money he has on his person.
von tho money he may havo sent to
mother Slate to avoid the tax.
The bill deserves support In itself,

ind deserves it still more in that If
leinonstrates to the people of Virginia
he real desire of tiie Assembly to give
hem relief. Heretofore there has been
taught but talk and promise.here is
in opportunity for decision and action.
.nee the Assembly passes this hill it
ivill have given to the people of tho
Commonwealth convincing evidence of j
Is- desire to substitute justice for con-

li'cation, equity for robbery by law.
The passage of this net, we take It. it

will not he an isolated application of |
< just principle. It cannot he. Willi
ii there must be classHlca tlon of
property for taxation a classification J
whleli will not encourago the sale of ;
teeurities to take advantage of the !
exemption of money, a classification
which will fix on stocks and bonds a
ti.x in proportion to their earning
power.

In view of these facts- the positive
benefits to the citizen rather than to!
the banker, the utter injustice of the
present statute, its significance to the
<. use of reform and tho possibilities
of lax revision, which it anticipates, I
wo cannot see how members of the
ifousc -tiii oppose the bill as passed by j
the Senate.

\ mil iiu: tiMiiii'Mon i, v\v.
T<> make Uie carrying of concealed

weapons ;i felony and I" prohibit the
nf I'volvein except for causes,

(h illy denned in the statute, which
::lso would provide adequate punish-
i. at for dealers \iidating the act
would I"' to tackle the problem of
gur. tn(ing : rom both < nils, and I"
elf:'t : lar-e measure both avenues.',
t.' a pra'ticf which is an admitted and
serious- menace to life.
Carrying concealed weapons is

no longer custom on the part
of white people, but U Is more
thAn i custom, It a habit, among
certain elements of tho blacks, and
:>inor.-.r the whites is not b> any means
. thing unknown. It is still the cause
dt" suicide, murd-. r and felonious shoot¬
ing .. Ii still gives our coroner's
jurie werl; t<> do, and still li'lp.s keep
tb. criminal courts busy.
To break up the practice is a con-

: .nmoation admittedly a necessity to
. better protection of life. To
th t evd aitoiitlon har been devoted
by b islatoi; for years, and yet prac¬
tically liothi'.g has l> en accomplished
b\* law. Some advance has born made
athe cfllcloncy of polieo protection
has Incri a«ed, and ns communities have
tit-come less exposed to the dangers of
outlaw, and the outcasts of society,
hut progress even along these llaes,
I n not kept p e with the constantly
diminishing i,<!< of weapons to law-
abiding citl/.'-ns, ami practically no nd-
v:uiro has been madt Ipward stopping
the practice on the part of the actual
and potential lawbreakers.
The lightness <,f the penally, no loss

than the dlflb ulty of detection, has
boen one cause of the ineflioncy of the
laws on t!ie subject, and another has
been the failure of the lawmakers to
devote their attention as much to pr< *

vert ion at the rource as to prevention
by the example of punishment of .).¦
: un-toter. A heavier penalty will r« 1 1.
In that It will tend to eliminate, the
'man who carries concealed weapons
for no good reason and with no ma¬

licious purpose, and prohibition of tho
sale, except for good cause, will make
It mor< dillloult and more dang; ions

f< r 'In professional gun-te»ti i to prac-
! "o ids profession.

"The Trusts Have the Track' ai.-

.iri'i-s tlie Boston Herald.a blind
nr. .inbfs we misread what j our

( a Wood row has to say.

Something Is wrong with the <;cn-
Assembly. No member has yet

idi-uut«-d the constitutionality of an act
or appealed to "that declaration wrunx
by our lathers from the unwilling liand
of u debpot Klncr."

OUU L1TTLK UKLU.A1IS.
"I am very much in sympathy with

Mr. and Mrs. Hrudloy and their daugh¬
ter Delilah, unci I don't think tho child
should ho censured any more than her
parents. No girl at tho age of six¬
teen should ho allowed to leave hor
homo and pro from tho watchful care
and training of her mother, if she has
one, at that ago. This girl %vns too
young' to he placed in a stenographers'
olHee, ami moro especially with one
who could put every allurement before
her. Children at that ago are easily
attracted hy wealth and show. No
doubt if Delilah could lmvo waited
until she was eighteen or twenty she
would have aetod very differently.

AIRS. O. T. M.
Our correspondent is right. Society,

and not this wrotchcd little prodigal,
is at fault; wo who sit snugly in our

own virtue and thanlc God that we are

not as other men, make other men

lis they are. And wo sin Prst of all in
that our industrial system makes us

sacrifice childhood to tho dollar, youth
to a livelihood.
We are not so blind as not to see

Hint there conic times when the girls
->f a family must either work or starve,
Put we believe'with nil our hearts that
If those cases bo investigated the vast
majority of them nrlso because some-

mc.a parent, an employer.lias failed
to do lit? duty. Nothing that wo en 11

io ns n lint-ion will mean more for the
next generation than a concerted effort
Jo save from toil and from the temp¬
tation that sometimes follows it, the
rlrls who are to l>o the mothers of
lie next generation; DeHor a slower
ndustrial life, better less oT that which
ve vaunt as progress, than riches pur-
'based by the blood of our children.
Better wise child-labor laws than
nrtror dividends.
OP this ense. in all its r»athos, we

enow little more than has been printed
p our pnper. "\Ve ennnot sav how or

¦vhereln tho mother failed in her duty,
ir whether she failed at all. Yet this
iv o know: that social usage which
ivonld miiko a child a woman overnlcrht
.that foolish haste which would glvo
\ chfld tho prerogatives of maturity
(vfthout the experience of years, Is re¬

sponsible for our Delilah Br.adlcys.
Tt may sound old-fashioned In a

lay when fifteen-year-old children have
ihelr beaux, and when thirteen-yeur-
.>ld girls go unescorted to dances, but
wo lose so many of our young women

because wo will not lel them remain
. hlhlrt 11.

Oh, for a return to that sanity and
good sense which would lead a child
gently Into life.opening tho doors
only .-is strength is given, meeting tho
foe only ns knowledge arms.

Queries-aumdl Airaawears
lolm Ilmvrn'N Counsel.

l>ld John Brown, tho abolitionist, |
iave good counsel of his own choos-
ng or did tins court assign him law-
i'ersV THO8. DOWNI3S.

r.oth. The record says, "Pursuant to
summons. the court of justices met 011
.ctobcr 2ii and immediately entered
upon the examination of l'rown and
his associates, which was for treason
nnd murder. ITpon in<"|tilry of the eourt.
it was ascertained that, tho prisoner
had no counsel. Here Brown arose
and addressed the eourt to the effect
that he had been promised a fair trial,
hut ho flirt not believe I10 would have
it. lie had no counsel, but if allowed
time he would have counsel of his own
'¦(loosing. I U> did not care for the
mockery of a trial; tho court could
save itseli the time and expense of a
nun form. The eourt explained that
it,is was only a preliminary examina¬
tion. a 11d could not await the arrival
of counsel from the North. The court
appointed Hon. Charles J. Faulkner and
Dawson I Jot Is. Ks(|.. to represent the
prisoner." Subsequently, Thomas C.
Uivou took the place of Mr. Faulkner,
unci on the morning of the 'JSth George
II. lloyt, of lioston, arrived to act us
counsel for Ill-own, and on the same
dav Messrs. Green and llottB withdrew
from the case in view of the prisoner's
lack of confidence in them. On the
"Ji'th additional counsel, Samuel Cliil-
ton, of Washington, and Henry (Iris-
wold, nf flev.-la ml, <».. appeared and
remained through the trial.

I)ri vi'« 11 t.

Can ,\ on tell me what route has been
sclented for tlitr new drivewav f>-om
(Iambic.'s Hill V .1. A. 1,S.
The route has not yet been decided

on.

l.rcnl emigrant*.
What men in this country who came

as ciuigrants have made great names
for thomselves? MISS P. S. I

Vou would tie able to secure an an-
swer satisfactory to yourself only by
lotting us know whether you desire
t'i include the period of early settle
meat or not, njul Just what your own
definition of "great names" is.

S. S. Preiiflsft.
Can you tell me the full name of the

great lawyer, S S. Prentiss, when and
where he was lio>-n and of what an¬
cestry.' KFV. T. JOHNSON.
Scargont Smith Prentiss. He was

born September :t0. 1S0S, at Portland,
Mo. Tho tirst of his paternal ancestry
in this country was Henri Prentice,
who settled as a "planter" in Cam¬
bridge. Mass.. prior to 10'.ii'i. bi« name
being in th<' list of members of tho first
chinch in that place in the early pan
of that .year. Ills great-grandson, tho
Itcv. Joshua Prentice, altered tho sinn¬
ing of tho family name to Its present
l>n 111.

Hmiliitr.
Will you he good enough to state

the date of the buttio of Dunbar?
U 1> McS.

Thore are three "battles of Dunbar."
April li 7, I29i>. the l-Jnglish, umbo- ].
w iid I defeated the Scots, under the
Karl of At hoi; the city was success¬
fully defended by itlack Agnes of Dun¬
bar. Countess of March, against the
Knglish under the Karl of Salishurj.
in CillO; September '{, HI 50, the ariny of

j Cromwell and Monk defeated tho
Scotch IJoyalists, under David l.eslio.

\liont ns I mm I.
A recent number of a weekly, which

claims 2,000,000 subscribers, contains a
letter reflecting "ii John IS. Floyd,
touching the removal of arms from
West Point, etc. Is there any truth j,,
t lie accusation? It. I». F. F.

Mr. Stanton made a report to the
House of Itepresentativos on Februarj
1 \ is«l. which absolutely disposes of
the whole inntter. It shows that the
Southern States in IXiSO obtained lis;,
not more, than the i|u>>ta of arms al¬
lowed them by law, Kentucky. Mis¬
sissippi and North Carolina getting-
1.' 11 , because iliey did not us:); for
"any. It shows that the Fnitod States
had on band in l.v.'>0, uOO.OnO obi nius
Uets. wlileli had been condemned as

"unsuitable, for public service," and 01
leied privately and at auction for ',0
apiece, with few* buyers, and that Sec-

| rotary Floyd on Novembei SO, lSfiO,
had ordered 105,000 ol them to bo
shipped from the Springfield armory to
live Southern arsenals, "in proportion
to their means for proper storage."
So fur is the truth from sustaining
any charge of this sort or thing against
the men who upheld the right In the
Civil War that it put* many of them
in the amiable but unprofitable role so
often tilled by the hero of La Mancha.
The surrender by Southern naval com¬
manders of the vessels under their
charge was, to say the least, of very
doubtful propriety. These vessels be¬
longed as much to the Southern part¬
ners of the disrupted firm of the Pnitod
States as to the Northern' partners, and
(the commanders should have steered
them Into tivuUtmi/u ports.

WHATWAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARSAGO
RrpHatrd from Tlila MeiripayeTi

Yankee* In Xenr Kent.
\t daylight yesterday n company of

Yankee cavalry made a dash on tlie
pickets stationed below New Kent
Courthouse, but they found the pickets
wide awake. They gave tho Yanks a
salute and moved in to (five the alarm.
None or the pickets wore Injured or
captured. The enemy found their plans,
whatever they were, frustrated and
then they gallopped back towards \\ il-
llainsburg.

White House Huiiletl.
A train was started out yesterday on

Iho Vork Klver Road to replace two
engines on the tracks, but soon re¬
turned to the city when it was heard
that a considerable forco of Yankees
had reached the White House. Nothing
more ileUtiMo has Ixmmi h^nrtl of thi'ir
inovenieuts and objects.

l''rom Gnst 'l>nuf»#cf.
An olliclal report from General Long-

street, dated Russellville, Tenn., says
Major G. W. Hay, with 100 men, at¬
tacked and defeated a Yankee forco of
150 at Big Spring, near Tazewell. Three
ollicers and sixty-four privates were
captured, and with thein. seventy
horses, six wagons, one ambulance and
fifty stands of arms.

Front the Northern Neck..
The Yankee raiders that appeared in

Westmoreland and Richmond Coun¬
ties last week have disappeared. Tho
onlv damage they dl I was to burn a
quantity of bacon at Warsaw, In Rich¬
mond County.

Illockiidc Itunner Destroyed.
The steamer Vera, a Confederate

blockade runner, load.'d with suppliesfor tli> government, was run down and
burned off Fort Fisher on the l"th.
Among th< kOocIs destroyed was a mag¬
nificent uniform intended as a presentfor Genera! Lee. Full particulars of
iho affair have not been received.

Resolutions of Itemnnstrnnce.
In the State Legislature yesterdayresolutions were passed remonstratingagainst tho passage of tho bill now

pending in the Confederate Congress.rovlding for the conscript ion for mil¬
iary servieo of boys and men from
the ages of sixteen to fifty-five.

On the .\nimeinond Klver.
A number of Yankee gunboats are

operating on tho Nansemond River,from which thieving parties are con¬
tinually going on shore to annoy the
citizens. Last Saturday a band of Con¬
federate scouts secreted themselves in
the woods near tho mouth of Chucka-
tuck Creek and tired upon the Yankee
raiders, killing two and wounding*three. Ry way of retaliation the gun¬boats shelled Cherry Grove, the lianii-
some place of Richard II. Ulddick, do¬
ing considerable damage. They threat¬
ened to burn the place.

Smallpox In Knoxvlllr.
Smallpox is rawing among the Union

troops and the negroes in Knoxvllle,Tenn., there being '500 cases amongthem, while there are bss than a dozen
cases among tho white citizens. in
consequence of the smallpox the main
body of troops has been removed, and
are "in camp at Strawberry Plains.

TrnveMiiit oil Forged l*u**porf.
N. A Bernstein was arraigned before

Alexander II. Sands, Confederate States
Commissioner, yesterday on a chargeof uttering and attempting to use a
passport t-> which Major Grlswold's
iiaim had been forged. Bernstein was
sent on to the grand jury. He was
trying to malv his way through the jlines to go to Gloucester, and said he jbought the passport from a man named
Jacobs, paying .><>00 for it. lie offered jthe guard who halted hint a bribe of
550 to let him pass.

ItrcklfKN Driving.
There, is great complaint, especially

on tho part of women, of reckless
driving through the streets of the cityby tiie drivers, both white and black, of
government wagons. The negro drivers
are said to be. especially reckless, as
well as impudent. The Mayor and tin*
police will undoubtedly take this mat¬
ter in hand.

Saddle for Gniernl Morgan
At tho store of G. Miles there is

on exhibition a magnificent saddle,
which is to be presented to General
John II Morgan from the citizens of
Danville. It Is made of tho best of
material and is silver mounted.

Mil rrleil.
At the Grace Street Baptist Church

an interesting marriage took place
when Mr. Benjamin Cottrell and Miss
Bettie M. face, daughter of George
i >. Pace, of Henrico County, were united
in tiie holy bonds ol wedlock. Rev.
,1 B. Jeter," D. P., performed the cere¬
mony.

\ Uor.se for (irnrrnl Morgan,
Ex-Governor F. F. \V. Allston, of

South Carolina, has a thoroughbredhorso. which lie proposes to present
to General Morgan, or to any otilcer of
his command whom tiie general maydesignate.

Desperate .In in p.
Yesterday a conscript from K>r,g Wil-

liani County, who was being brought
to this city under guard, on the York 1
River train, jumped from the plat - Jform while the train was in very jrapid motion. While he made his es¬
cape he reached tiie ground in veryungraceful shape, having turned sev-
oral somersaults down a high em-
bankment.

< oimterfcH Money.
A man from Norfolk was arrested

yesterday for trying to pass counter¬
feit Confederate money at the Treas¬
ury Department. The money was a
very good counterfeit, but it developed
that the man was an Innocent holder
of it. having bought it with gold in
Norfolk, and in good faith. It is said
that Ingenious Yankees have put a!
great deal ol counterfeit Confederate
notes In circulation in Norfolk.

Front < Ikirleston.
Charleston. January 20..The shell¬

ing of Charleston to-day was not as
vigorous as for several days past. Only
12 i shells were fired in the city fnoipdaylight to 5 o'clock in the evening.Little or no damage was done.

I'otiuu lliirned.
An incendiary tire at the depot in

Columbia. S. C., yesterday destroyed
:i,(iii0 bales of cotton and other prop¬
erty or the value of $2,000,000. Nine
handled bales of the burned cotton be¬
longed to the Confederate government.

I.ntrvt from Hie North.
From Northern papers just to hand,

some news is obtained:
James R. Minnis, a dry goods nier-

chai't of Petersburg: Louis Knyton, S.
i:.ich. James Stein. IT. Stein, K. Weil,S. NYinehea and J. .!. Himins, refugees
i roni Richmond, have reached Balti¬
more.
Henry Ward Be.-, her ill a speech,made in New York, strongly udvocateijvigorous conscription, in order to re¬

plenish the depleted and constantly de-
pletlt g ranks of tho Yankee army.New York papers have information
"f the burning off Java llead of the
American ship Winged Racer, from Ma¬
nilla, and the Amanda, bound for

Alb© M&irftiiira

Kalmoulli. They wore destroyed by tho
Confederate crulsor Alabama.
The Yankees havo captured Hugh

Kokuii, chained with having pilotedGeneral L.oo'h army Into Pennsylvania,
lie was sent to Pennsylvania for trial. ,General Rosecranz has been Riven
tho command of tho Army of Mls-
rourl, supplanting: General Schoflcld.

A. M. Pnltnor. a rank Republican,
and who wan recommended by Horace
Greeley for a position Iii tho-New York
Custom House, has been arrested,
charged with running the blocknde to
bring supplies to the South. llo was
arrested, and probably will be con¬
victed, on tho testimony of Lewis
llcnjamln, who has been engaged In the
same business

V<n>nc© <©(f ttSn© People
Attention, . Minister*.

To tho Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I havo read, with much Interest,

tho loi.ent articles contained In' your
worthy paper on tho subject "'of tho
"Laboring: Man and the Church," and,
not for Idle criticism.. but with tho
hopo that It may bring soino one to a
realization of their dereliction of duty,
l wish to make mention of somo do-
plorablo facts existing In Richmond
churchott.
Can it l>o that tho churches of our

city havo ns many members ns they
desire? Aro the ministers supposed
to enter to. Or look aftor, the piesent
membership without making any ef¬
fort to bring In now .members; espe¬
cially strangers arriving to mako tholr
homo In Htchnicnd?

I am personally acquainted with two
families who have moved to Richmond
in the past year or so, both of whom
have rlways been regular church at¬
tendant's. One of thein attended three jdifferent Richmond churches, of their
own denomination, for a period of
eight months During this tiino they
were not spoken to by a member of
either. Never received one word of
welcome, or a solicitation to become
regular members.
Tho other family has been attending

church regularly for sevoral weeks.
To my knowledge, pastors of two
churches were furnished with tholr
names nnd addresses morn than a
month ago. and advised that they
would bring their letter to some local
church. Yet, neither of these pastors
has visited theso people or extended
them any welcome or cordiality what¬
ever.

I know one caso of a wife whoso hus-
band wns Indifferent to church going,
She succeeded In taking him to one
church regularly for flvo months, dur-
lag which time they were never spoken
to. Thin wife longed for some of the
peoplo to take her husband by the
hand and mako hitu feel ut home. In¬
stead. they were always made to feel
as outsiders, and tho time came when
tho husband would no longer attend.
Tho peoplo to whom T refer aro as
genteel as aro found anywhere, nnd
tho equals of any resident of Rich-
raond.

lias the church, in the slightest
moasue, done, its duty in these cases'.'
Emphatically, no! People aro not go-
ir.g inn any strango church, and aft<*r
(netting the pastor, from whom thoy
receive no attention after one polite
handshake, seek him out to present a
letter, or ask to he taken in as mem¬
bers of a congregation that Is so abso¬
lutely Indifferent to any one other than
the already organized "circle."

I)o these "circles" have an idea that
the church is for them and for them
alone? Do the pastors have an ide.i
that thoy aro pastors only of the"
"circle"? At nny rate, the actions of'
either would Indicate that "yes" |.« the
correst answer to both those questions

I would bo mighty glad to sec you
treat this question In ypur editorial
columns, as I arn sure !t would be tho
means of bringing it before many of
the people who need to read it.

A CITIZEN.

'I'he Torrent! System.
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Monday's paper tolls ua tbu

good news that old North Carolina has
adopted tho Torrens system of land
t.tlu registration, by means of which
the State guarantees the title to u
purchaser of a. parcel of land.
Now that Virginia is about to follow

suit, and adopt this needed reform, it
is the proper thing to do to place the
( rodit for thin good *> «.! k in construo-
tive legislation whoro it belongs, for
such reforms do not cooio si bout sud-
denly, but are tho result of slow
growth of new Ideas.
A nd the reformer often has little to

reward him foi labor for the good of
the community, for "custom" and
"self-interest" aro very Jealous of
their privileges, and so wo see that
social justice ami economic liberty are
not an accomplished fact, but only
ideas that "hover dim and shapeless
In the might have been.''

If 1 am not misinformed, tho man I
who lias done most in Virginia to pro- I
mote the idea of land-title reform la
Colonel Eugene Massie, of Richmond.
who, as a member of tho Legislature,
first advocated tho Torrens plan, and
has boon preaching it ever since.
Wo arc progressing some, though

very slowly, and the people now know
enough and read enough to understand
that Moa-j must iuIo In tho future, as,oppojed to the old rulo by the strong
arm of entrenched privilege.
Tho Times-Dispatch has been sowing

a lot of good seed lately.new ideas
that may fall on good ground and
spring to life, and grow Into great
actions. I like particularly your sev-
oral editorial references to the idea |of exempting a portion of tho tax as-
scssment on buildings, so as to en-
courage more and better building and
homo making for tho people.
Tho wonder Is that more peoplohave not seen and understood that tho

"taxing power of tho community" can
bo used to better purpose than as a
incro expedient to raise money. It is
a most potent weapon, and If it is
not handled with <iue regard for the
"science of civilization," it will be
our enemy instead of our friend.

If you tax capital, it is hidden, or
invested in a community that has
"seen tho cat" and does not tax capital.If you tax improvements, you cn-
couragc vacant lots, and idle farm
land, and labor goes where productionj is considered better than speculation.

if you tax "land values," lite rule
is reversed, for land cannot be hidden| or run away, ami a tax on it stimulates
use nnd production, and that means
healthy and natural growth all alongthe Hue.real prosperity,

"PIEDMONT."

Poinsett.If If* Flower.To the. Editor of The Tlmcs-Dispatcli:Sir,.-Recently the "Voice of the Peo-I pin" carried an interesting letter con-corning Joel P. Poinsett, tho distin-I guished American diplomat, who (liediti iNfiii, Just sixty years ago.While oftenost remembered as astatesman and representative citizen,lie unintentionally built a perpetualmemorial to himself in the discoveryoi nn interesting plant, now widely dis¬tributed, which, at Christmas tlnio,brightens the florists' windows and ourhomes, and is coupled with good wishesand happy greetings on New Yearcards.
Polnsettla pulcherrima, a plant na¬tive of Mexico and Central America, thobrilliant scarlet leaf-llko form of which,surrounding tho small greenish-yellowflower head. Is conceded as unrivaledamonx decorative plants, and this bo¬tanical wonder was brought from thowilderness of a now country by the

mail whoso namo was' given to it by| an appreciative botanist. W. D. R.

<r~*c NEWS OF
SOUTH RICHMOND

HEAR AUTO SUIT
Cine of M«t. Meyer AKoinut Hnllnn;Compniiy on Trlni 'I'o-Uuy.
Tho $5,000 suit of 'Mrs. Emma'Meyeragalrst the VlrKltiln Itallwny andPower Company fo.r damages to horautomobile In an accident at Fourth;\nd Rroad StroetB will lie heard to-dayhi Hustings Court, l'art II. The plaln-tltt claims that a Laurel Street ear

ran Into her machine on August 1,smashing It against a trolley pole.In her declaration Hied by counsel.O'Klaherty, Fulton & Hyrd, Mrs. MeyerI'hilniH that sho and her daughter. AnnaMeyer, wero seriously Injured l>y fall¬ing from the car. Her husband, who
was running It, wan also hurt, the
plaint Iff UfKorts. Kho alleges that
propor warning was not given by thymotormuh.

A Surprise Vnrtjr.
An enjoyablo surprise party wasgiven to Miss Kola Cheatham on Fri¬

day evening In the home her grand¬father, Captain .lames A. Lipscomb, of
ll>0:i Maury Street. After playing
games until a late hour, the partyrepaired to tho dining-room, where re¬freshments were served. Among those
present were:
Misses Louise Hudd, Lorcne Moody,Louise Parsley, Marie Hudd, Uena Vin¬

cent, Lucy Wells, Vera Hedford, EstelloMoody, Mary Atkinson, Verna Lifaey,Jella Williams, Inell Redford, Vir¬
ginia Harris, Nellie Redford, Rena
Lipscomb, lv.la Cheatham; Messrs. MackHague, Raymond Smith, Paul Hrlnser,Jessie Mastin, Harry Talbott, EricWells, Raymond Nclstcr, Oscar Red¬ford, Archie Fills, Jasper Durham,John Robertson, Charlie Robertson,Daniel Adkinson. Aubrey Reams, CIin-
ton Ohalklev, Carlton Redford, L<* RoyRedford, illnton Llfaey, Edgar Mastin,Robert Claiborne, Shelton Llfscy, HlmoLipscomb; Captain and Mrs. Lipscomb,

Mr. and Mtb. A. H. Cheatham, Mrs. J. R.
Moody nnil Robert IJaughan.

I'uncrnl of Myirau Muodr<The body of Sylvan Moody, eon ofMrs. Indiana 1>. Moody, u formor resi¬
dent of tlio Kouthsldu, who died onTuesday In Pittsburgh, will bo broughthero for burhil this morning at 7:50o'clock. The funeral services will takoplaco at tbo gravo In Maury Cemetery,whoro the Interment will bo mado. I3e-sidos Ills hiother. whose homo Is InItrooklyn, N. Y., Mr. Moody Is survivedby a sister aiul brother, Linwood Moody,of Chesterfield County, und a wlfo andtwo children.

Property Transfer.Josoph T. Ankers and wlfo trans«ferrcd to Arthur II. Sully the propertyat 1!)15 Decatur Street for $1,000. ac¬cording to a deed of bargain and ealorecorded yesterday In Huntings Court,Part II.

Improving from Iulwry.Mrs. Clarencc Moles, of 12 Kast SixthStreet, who was Injured on Mondaynight by striking herself with an axwhile cutting wood, was reported to bo
Improving yesterday. The ax was
cauught in a clothesline, and then foil
on hor bend.- She was treated by Dr.13. T. Kuckor, who said thut her injurywas not dan&urouu.

Personal Mention.
Miss Anna Pago Williams, of Greens¬boro. N. C., Is visiting Misses Allco and1311za Ingrain.
Mrs. Josoph AV. Ankers will leave onMonday for Emnorla to visit friends.The Industrial Chapter of Meade Me¬morial Kplseopal Church will irlve aValontinc tea on February 13 In thohome of Mrs. Charles T. Jortes.
Instead of the prayer-meeting servicelast nl»;ht. the congregation of PorterStr< ft Presbyterian Church Joined In aUnion meeting at tho Second Presby¬terian Church.

State Agricultural Department
Will Aid in Extending Knowl¬
edge Along Line in Virginia.
Workhif; in co-oper.-itJon with the

Itl.RL! n.,cparln,enl Agriculture.

(.n.rit!" Hullway Company will

; a -"nodal agricultural train
cr Hystem In t»,l« .Stuto n,.xt

month. Forty-eight Htops will l>c mad,:

purpose of ?|*| «'s«.rrihm't I n g*' °t'h..'°[-

theKrtur. K Who will accompany It
°

k«-.!
foi\ V'i'""n,|1S'iCK«"r^'r''arMl^rVpr"'rh ll| v, rV'iH. ./",m ,,!a ^partm,',« VMil
Orations." K^lonin- l7 uVo° it lll^riry .

I.it.brAlanor,~2ApCM P°lM' 10 A

Amcna:,irr..^-M,,J,0th,Rn' 10 A. .M.S

m«i.' li>u,ir-o ,r'.Rurkevlllo, 10 a. \r .

il;', ,

. 1 . Koynvllie, 7 no p M
I-' l-ruiiry ti.Chase City 1 (1 \ Vi

'-hirksvllle, 2 p
i'A-

J-Miruary 7.South lllll in a \r .

Law 1 .-ncovlllf, 2 l>. m.
a m':

11nFC!2 'J\11 M. 9*~Ca«)ro". I" A. M.; lTank-

IVI.'-uiw'y' 10.Drakes Branch. 10 A

7 30 K M
U M : .<outh Bo«ton!

t'ohl',,,2lUpyAt.1~PnCC' 10 A" M : 11 "'B "

FYhriiary '] 2.Oalc Hill, n a. M c-.«
cn.ic. 1 p. m.; Axtun. 3 p. m

2
t, 10 A. M.; CrltK,

tin^vUle!1^' i1'41\!SPenCer 10 ^ M"J Mar-

GiSiSTp. M°~nr>' r°rk> 10 A' M-:
February 17.AltaVista. 10 V m-

Kvlngton. 2. P. ,\|.
>

'...luiiaty IK.Amherst, 30 A M . \>-
rintfton, 2 P. m.

"

!. tbruaty lit.Covesville, 10 A M
North Oarilcn. 2 P. M.

"

1 ebruary 20.Barbouravllle, 10 A M .

Orange, 2 P. M.
'

MM|,ai,X2Vp.:MTCU,PePCr' 10 "V- -',:

M.!rk!m'n!'y2 P.l.0 10 A" M >

!. obruary 24.Strasburg, 10 A Af .

Truns ihookP, 2 P. M.
' 1

Jnek.sonia?p25irEd,n'n,rK' U' A ^

Llnv.lUo,k2yp2®rT,rnbtrVniC' 10 A- M.;

February 27.Ilarrlaburg, 10 A. M
}. <-bruary 2S.Manassas, 10 A \f .

Purkfi, 2 P. Al.
'

l>KVKI.OI'S SMAIJJ'OX.

\l*ilor to Williamsburg rurally .Stricken
With DisruM'.

wnii-. ,e»r'a® to.ThK I',rn",-I)l»'pnich 1
* <lll.iin*bur(?. \u. January :i.-Kenneth

illBh1Scl.0^0rr.iei yt Pr"" of Nicholson
Ji'Rii ««. hool niul for a number of years a.

student at Willi..,. an,I M;ily. «:ih a vhUor

t'ili VnnUv® °f A <00'eV fro,!' Hatiiniav
till Moniluy pvfniiiK, and was suftorini: from
un attack of .'inallfiox at Hie tinif. r**».»i.

lit; ivas not ronnclous oj it. Mr. Al-'"' who

v-.h Vlck an ofUit' i'""frV,,u!l1 School.
v-.-m .ink all of lii-! week, but wu- not ill

r, !'*'1 \° tl>« attoiitlon of a phy*i<-ittri
luiHrlu h" l'nine 10 tt'MI.tmsi.urs "on"
^ n .

1 »-r,«-"U l)i<- week-enil. returnlni,-
to I ortvmoutli 011 Monday Yesterday Mr
( oo,*j received a teieffrum from a plij'sl-
Bin!'Iipox?U^' ' l"al Mr Ac'" i'l with

hUlrVam°l?i"y.,,,n! ha,,1 fl" the n»«nii,ers of
nM f.iimlj va.-.inated on a orecautlonarv
measure, and 1,1, daughter. M Iss Hlunche
Cooiey, who Is teuciicr of the -seventli iTl,,P
In the Williamsburg 111 Kj, s.-hool lH ut

eaMne"s N
Naturaily lln.

,. . ". ,
1 'he luernbers of Mr

Ulseifse? y °Ver tI,C'r to the

SPIKK CAUSES UUKCK.

Thul, It j® Iteliered, mil He Report of
I'ivrttllgaturti.

'Special to Tho Tiines-Ulspntch-l
W inbton-Salciii, X. C. January 21.. Mer.«rs

Arrher and Cash, of tlie Ini<r«t:ite fom-'
"»er<(. Coin mission, conducted an Investiga¬
tion here this afternoon inquiring into t),e

mi'pV? 0r.',hr wrM"k ,il '^"vldson on sunday
JiiKht. which resulted |n tile death o' Kn-

5i.?rr I'lreman Wilson. Ti.ey
declined to Kive out any statement a', to
their tlndlnfes, but It Is known that the offi-

m,» 1 l. Southern Hallway who attended
the hearing nre Kntl.-f|P,| that the official
report will Klve the thoughtless Xclng of
a iplke on tho rail bv a nine-year-AlVl hov
«.H the direct caune of the de'ran.nent. J

TRAFFIC OFFICER
HI! BY MOTOR CAR

Bernstein Knocked Down While
Showing Green Driver How

to Turn Around.
While on duty at Ninth and Main

Streets, Tralllu Policeman Bernstein had
u narrow escape from serious Injury
yesterday afternoon at 4:30 o'clock,
when he was knocked down and
dragged llfty feet by n linht touring
car uriven by 1-J. K. Ivwigford, a sales-
man of Charles M. Htteff. piano mnnu-
factni er.s. An a driver, I<ungford nftor-
ward told Bernstein, h>- was u novice
and >.. sterday was the second time, ho
said, that he ever steered n maclilno.
lie will he summoned to Police Court
to show cause why he should, not be
lined for reckless driving.

I.angfotd was driving north through
Ninth Street As he neared Main
Bernstein taw that he was on the left
hand ». i«lof the street In violation <>f
tlie tratlic ordinance. The otttcer left
his »j>ot and held up his hand and
Langfurd slopped, lie was told that he
was violating the tralllu law, and then
Bernstein directed hint to turn and
drive about him. Laiifcford started
the motor, but instead of heading tho
cur to turn nliout Bernstein, directed
tt at hint and the latter was knocked
down In-fore iie could leap to one side
The front axle shaft caught him and
headforemost he was dragged across
the htrc-t beforo l.angforu could stop
tils car.
The accident wan witnessed by sev>

oral hjinured people, and many ran t<>
th< assistance of the prostrated poilce-
man. Ilv was taken into a n-ar-by
drtig store, and it was found that his
injuries v. ere not serious. Accom¬
panied by Police Commissioner lioykin,
\%h<> saw the accident, he was walked
t«» police heaiii|uarters, where lie was
examined by Ur. St. Julian Oppenhirner,
and it was found that he was badly
scratched about the hip He was slight¬
ly bruised about his entire body. How*
ever, he was aide to return to duty and
continued to perform It until It o'clock
last niKht. when lie was relieved at
Lulnhth and Broad Streets.
Immediate ly after the accident Lang-

ford said that he would never again
attempt to drive an automobile. 21«>
sun for a professional chauffeur to
take his car to a garage.
Following n conference with Chief of

Police Werner It was decided not to
arrest Langford, but to have a sum¬
mons issued for him.

BIG BRONZE GROUP
IN NEED OF REPAIR

Governor Mann to Send Special
Message About the Wash¬

ington Monument.
The need of general repairs of the

Washington Monument group In the
Capitol Stiuarc will be tho subject of
a special message to be sent to the
General Assembly by Governor Mann
either the latter part of this week or
the litst of next. The message will
recommend that the General Assembly
authorize the expenditure of a res¬
tively small amount of tnoney to put
the imposing monument in complete
repair.
While the celebrated group of Vir¬

ginia statesmen is In no danger of
tumbling from dilapidation or anything
of that character, years ol' exposure
to the weather have caused rusting
of the iron work on tho interior ot*
the big pedestal and other customary
wear. There has been no crumbling
of tiie stone or anything to cause se-
rious alarm, but certain minor parts
of the monument have begun to show
the effects -of exposure.
The need for repairs has been known

by Colonel John \V. Richardson, Super-
intendent of the Stato Grounds and
Buildings, for some time, but he- has
been at a loss to determine from what
source the necessary money shall come.
His only appropriation Is an annual
sum of $1,300 for the care of the trees
and walks and the feeding of tho
squirrels.

In this instance tho General As-
sembly is expocted fo follow its regu-
lnr course of voting a special nppro-priatlon for repairs to State buildings
'and property. The monument, how¬
ever, will nol bo painted.

The Key-Note of Success
The key-note of success is system. Every successful

business man sytematizes his financial affairs. A checking
account with this hank will prove to be one of the means hy
which you establish confidence among your business asso¬

ciates and by which you attain recognized success.

Deposits subject to check.whether large or small.are
cordially invited.

National State and City Bank
1111 East Main Street


